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INFLUENTIAL 


2017'S GAME CHANGERS IN ORANGE COUNTY 


MEET THE PEOPLE WHO SHAPED OUR YEAR 


BRADY HEINER 


Welcome to Day One of the Register’s 100 Most Influential People in 
Orange County. We are highlighting people who changed lives in 2017. 
Some entertained; some educated. All, in some way, inspired. 
You know many of their names, but others will be surprises. 


KEVIN SULLIVAN — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 


Brady Heiner is the director of Project Rebound, which helps former inmates get a college degree once they’re out of prison. 
Heiner is photographed outside the Humanities Building at Cal State Fullerton earlier this month. 


HELPING EX-CONS 
GO BY THE BOOK 


CSUF associate professor is director of Project Rebound, which ushers 
formerly incarcerated people through the rigors of a college education 


By Keith Sharon 
ksharon@scng.com 
@KeithSharonOC on Twitter 


The valedictorian wore sneakers, a 
shoe choice frowned upon by the vice 
principal, who, truth be told, may have 
had less of a problem with the footwear 
than with what the valedictorian was 
about to tell his graduating class. 

Just before he was supposed to take 
the stage to address the Class of 1997 
at Fresno’s Bullard High School, Brady 
Heiner was confronted by the vice 
principal, who ordered a physical ed- 
ucation teacher to detain him unless 
Heiner could switch to heeled shoes. 

Heiner had to think quickly. He 
could scream and fight about the silly 
and selective enforcement of the rules 
— and miss giving his speech — or he 


BRADY HEINER 


38, Long Beach 


Project Rebound, a program launched 
locally by Heiner to help former convicts 
get their college degrees, generated its 
first graduate in June. At least 13 more 

Project Rebound students are 
attending Cal State Fullerton. 


MORE GAME CHANGERS 


Each day of the series, nine people 
will be profiled. Meet more 
influencers inside. NEWS 8 


could find different shoes. 
That’s when he remembered he and 
his dad were the same shoe size. 
Heiner, now 38, sat in his office at 
Cal State Fullerton recently, recalling 


the night he tried to wear the contro- 
versial shoes 20 years ago. These days, 
Heiner is an associate professor of phi- 
losophy and the director of Project Re- 
bound, which ushers formerly incarcer- 
ated people through the rigors of a col- 
lege education. 

“T wore my dad’s loafers, and he wore 
my Adidas,” said Heiner, who lives in 
Long Beach. He recalls that he also 
gave a fiery speech about racial injus- 
tice, segregation in his school and in 
Fresno, and about reconciliation. 

But he didn’t tell the story because 
of the shoes. 

He told the story because of the P.E. 
teacher. 

Heiner was raised in California’s 
Central Valley, which has been called 
“Prison Alley.” 
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HOLIDAYS 


Porch pirates strike fast, 
but they can be thwarted 


Residents have 
plenty of preventive 
measures available 


By Sean Emery 


semery@scng.com 


The thief struck fast — a 
quick look over his shoulder, a 
slight hop over a row of flow- 
ers onto the porch and then a 
brisk walk back to a waiting car 
with a pilfered package under 
an arm. 

Security footage provided 


COURTESY OF THE 
FONTANA POLICE DEPARTMET 


A man is seen stealing 
packages from a Fontana 
home's porch in this 2015 file 
photo from a surveillance video. 


Anaheim resident Kristopher 
Lee with a firsthand, albeit 
delayed, look at the so-called 
porch pirate who made off with 
his package on that sunny Au- 
gust day — as well as a sec- 
ond thief who snagged another 
package from the same porch 
less than two months later on 
Black Friday. 

Lee was the victim of a class 
of thieves who prey on home- 
owners, particularly during the 
busy holiday season when gifts 
in nondescript packages are left 
unattended just outside homes 
across Southern California. 

Looking at the security foot- 


age taken from the door step 
of his West Anaheim home, Lee 
was struck by the similarity be- 
tween the two incidents. 

Both times a car traveling 
slowly through the neighbor- 
hood stops and backs up, some- 
one gets out of the car, walks 
casually up to the house to grab 
a package, then makes a quick 
getaway back to the car. 

“Tt seemed like they were 
looking around for whatever 
they could spot,” Lee said. “My 
reaction was more shock and 
surprise. The second time it 
was, ‘Again?’ ” 
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MIDDLE EAST 


The U.N. 


condemns 
decree on 


Jerusalem 


General Assembly 
votes 128-9 against 
Trump declaration 


By Rick Gladstone 
and Mark Landler 
The New York Times 


UNITED NATIONS » A majority of 
the world’s nations delivered a 
stinging rebuke to the United 
States on Thursday, denouncing 
its decision to recognize Jerusa- 
lem as Israel’s capital and ignor- 
ing President Donald Trump’s 
threats to retaliate by cutting aid 
to countries voting against it. 

In a collective act of defiance 
toward Washington, the United 
Nations General Assembly voted 
128-9, with 35 ab- 
stentions, for a res- 
olution to demand 
that the United 
States rescind its 
Dec. 6 declaration 
on Jerusalem, the 
contested holy city. 

The resolution 
is nonbinding and 
therefore largely 
symbolic, but the lopsided vote 
indicated the extent to which the 
Trump administration’s decision 
to defy a 50-year international 
consensus on Jerusalem’s status 
has unsettled world politics and 
contributed to America’s diplo- 
matic isolation. 

Major allies like Britain, 
France, Germany and Japan 
voted for the resolution, though 
some allies, like Australia and 
Canada, abstained. 

Carrying out a promise to his 
base of supporters, Trump’s de- 
cision on Jerusalem upended de- 
cades of U.S. policy, aggravating 
an emotional issue that has fes- 
tered since the 1967 Arab-Israeli 
war, when the Israelis occupied 
the entire city. 
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NATION 


Congress passes 
temporary spending bill 
The Republican-led Congress 
narrowly passed a temporary 
spending bill Thursday to avert a 
government shutdown. News 3 


PAUL RODRIGUEZ — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 


Some of the names honoring 
homeless people who have died. 


HOMELESS 


Remembering those 
who died this year in O.C. 
A visual memorial lists the names 


of people who died homeless in 
Orange County this year. LocaL1 
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